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conducive to the formation of a great trading
people^. They found the country a waste, its
inhabitants distracted by civil strife, its trade
and agriculture neglected ; but when the rough
edges of racial difference had been smoothed
over, and England and a united English people
had been moulded out of Britons and Saxons,
the work that was achieved sufficed to lay the
foundation of the greater England of to-day.
Three-fourths of the towns, villages, and
parishes constituting modern England were
named, delimited, and placed under some sort
of local control during their sway. To them
we owe the primary divisional design which we
still adhere to in the main, despite the increase
and diffusion of population, and the augmenta-
tion of wealth.

Various estimates have been formed of the
population of England in the time of the
Confessor, but the data are too slight to admit
of more than a conjectural reckoning. It
would hardly be more than two millions, and
might be considerably less.

With the Norman Conquest the " old order "
suffered a sudden eclipse. The country had
for two decades been Norman at heart, so far
as the governing nobles and officials were con-
cerned, but it was not so with the people ; they
were true Saxon, and it was upon them and the
few English lords who were able to retain their
estates and privileges, that the new power
pressed with such distressing severity. It
forced the national industries into the throes of
a merciless feudalism, and, for a time, the,old
English trading spirit was paralysed.